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Preface
The mirror comes in a new shape maintaining the same ideas it started with in the
past. Since last year, the Mirror started to come in a soft copy on the college webpage
in order to make it easy for all interested people to view online. The Mirror’s role is
to document all important events that take place in the ELC and show them along
with teachers’ and students’ articles. Moreover, the Mirror aims to keep its readers
up to date as it focuses on the growth of the ELC in terms of educational programs
and professional development. During the last year (2017), the ELC carried out many
activities and events and this version of the Mirror is going to highlight the most
important ones.
The Mirror team wishes that you enjoy surfing the different articles, news and stories
provided by the ELC community.

D

ear Mirror’s readers,
Welcome to this fifth issue of Mirror which I hope you will find both
informative and entertaining!

This academic year 2017 / 2018, ELC has welcomed in three new staff; Ms. Heather Allen,
Ms. Taif AlKanay and Ms. Agatha Konda. Also, we have received 580 new intake students
who were placed in the four levels in the foundation program. However, four students have
joined the academic departments after passing all the requirements of the foundation
program.
Acquiring the knowledge and experience others have accumulated is key to dynamic teaching.
By contrast, lack of knowledge and experience will lead to several impediments. Therefore,
after series of benchmarking and Learning Outcomes mapping with the Common European
framework Reference, PATHWAYS, four-level academic skills series, has been introduced this
academic year as a new curriculum to help our learners become competent in English and
develop their skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. The English Specialization
Committee is planning to survey the feedback after using the syllabus for one full academic
year.
We, teachers, are part of life, and life goes on a dynamic challenges, incorporated solutions
and fruitful achievements. As we are approaching the end of the academic year 2017, I hope
that your teaching journey this year has been pushed through pioneered achievements.
It remains for me to wish you a gorgeous new year, 2018!
Sultan Saud AlDighaishi
ELC HoC
Dec. 2017
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The story of my Ph.D
Dr.Lekha Nair

Ramesh Govindarajan

P

resentation on ‘Risk Management’ was conducted for the ELC staff members on 14th September,
2017. It was a part of series of workshops and presentations planned for the staff members to
make them aware of the ongoing process of Quality Assurance as well as to involve them in each
and every step of the QA process. The presentation was scheduled in two different sessions to
accommodate all teachers.
This presentation outlined the changes adopted in the new Risk Management policy V2. As it is clearly
mentioned in NCT Risk Management Policy, it was brought to the notice of all members that they have “a
role to play in the identification and analysis of risk through the risk management processes which are
incorporated within the operational and activity plans of centers and departments”. Then, an activity form
was given to all the participants of the presentation to mention the risks that they have identified and sought
their solutions. The staff members duly filled in the forms identifying some potential risks and suggesting
some solutions. The presentation was given by Mr. Ramesh Govindarajan who represents ELC and is also a
member of the Risk Management Committee of NCT.
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A

fter having
completed my
Masters in
Education I was
very eager to pursue my studies
further. During a vacation, just
before I started working as a
lecturer at NCT, I visited the
university department where I
did my M.Ed. My professors
convinced me that it was not too
late to start research. In no time I
made up my mind to chase my
dream. As I was in Oman most
of the time I thought of doing
something that would be related
to Oman and my hometown. It
took some time for me to narrow
down to a particular topic.
Finally, it dawned on me to
concentrate on receptive skills in
English at the higher secondary
level. The reason is that higher
secondary students are at the
threshold of entering higher
education to build their career
both in Oman and in Kerala,
India. Their level of
comprehension in receptive skills
in English is a determining factor
for their competitiveness.
Proficiency in receptive skills is a
pre-requisite for developing
proficiency in productive skills as
productive skills form a
significant aspect of
communication which is a needed
skill in the twenty first century
and is critically important to
success in today’s world,
particularly in collegiate
programs, contemporary careers,
and workplaces.

As my study intended to find
out the proficiency in receptive
skills in English of the higher
secondary students belonging to
the two regions of the world and
enquire how it is related to their
achievement in English and
educational aspiration, the study
is entitled: ‘READING AND
LISTENING
COMPREHENSION IN
ENGLISH OF THE HIGHER
SECONDARY STUDENTS IN
OMAN AND KERALA, INDIA
IN RELATION TO THEIR
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION
AND ACHIEVEMENT IN
ENGLISH’.
I joined one of the leading
universtities in India, M.S
University, Thirunalveli,
Tamilnadu, submitted my
synopsis, attended the doctoral
committee and was into research
in no time. The university finally
accepted me as a research scholar
in April 2011. From then on it
was a real struggle reviewing
related literature, preparing tools,
collecting data, analyzing the data
and reaching a conclusion.
Normative survey and
quantitative approach were used
for the present study. One
hundred and fifty higher
secondary students each from
Oman and Kerala were chosen
using the simple random
sampling method.
During the course of my study,
I had to submit a bi-annual report
as part of my progress in my
thesis work. I had to qualify for
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exams on research methodology
and my area of study. After four
years of hard work, I managed to
complete most of my work.
Somehow, it took some time to do
the pre-submission seminar
where the experts reviewed my
work and gave their valuable
suggestions for improvement.
Then, the university gave me
permission to submit my thesis.
The copies of the thesis were
sent to experts of different
universities and finally, they
called me for the open defence. It
was in February 2017. I was there
presenting my thesis in front of
experts, the faculty and a hall full
of scholars and post graduate
students. It was an occasion of
pride and fear at the same time. I
managed to present and defend
my thesis effectively. Finally, the
chairman of the viva board
conferred on me the doctoral
degree. From then on I had to
wait until the 6th of December
2017 for the formal convocation
ceremony to receive my degree
certificate. It was a grand
ceremony where I received my
doctoral degree from the
chancellor of the university (the
governor of the state) in the
presence of eminent personalities.
Apart from the blessings of
God almighty, I remember with
gratitude all my family members,
my guide and my friends who
directly or indirectly contributed
to my achievement. But for them,
my long cherished dream would
never have come true.
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Paper Presentation at 15th Asia TEFL – 64th
TEFLIN 2017 International Conference

International Conference
Participation

Dr. Surya Subrahmanyam Vellanki

A

research paper titled, “Moodle as a Blended Learning Tool in a Flipped Classroom” was
presented by Dr. SURYA SUBRAHMANYAM VELLANKI (Lecturer in English, English
Language Centre, Nizwa College of Technology) on 13 July 2017 at 15th Asia TEFL – 64th
TEFLIN 2017 International Conference held at Yogyakarta, Indonesia. This presentation was
based on a study conducted at Nizwa College of Technology, Oman, during the academic year 2016-17.
Moodle was used in this study as a pedagogical tool to supplement and support language learning within
and beyond the classroom. In this ‘flipped classroom’, students found plenty of opportunities to gain first
exposure to new materials outside of class, through reading and videos. Students could exchange useful
information on various topics and use class time to assimilate the knowledge gained through prior reading in
this blended learning environment. This presentation brought into focus the potential of Moodle as a blended
learning tool to facilitate learning in an EFL classroom. It also analyzed students’ attitudes to using
technology. Finally, student feedback, author’s reflections on the course and some challenging issues involving
the use of Moodle were discussed.
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Lalitha Justin

I

had the enriching
opportunity of
participating and
delivering the plenary
speech at an International
Conference on English Language
Teaching organized by the PG &
Research Department of English
of Government Arts College
(Autonomous), Salem, India on
July 28, 2017. The theme of the
conference was Current Trends
in ELT: A Global Perspective. My
plenary speech was titled A
Rationale for Innovations in
English Language Pedagogy for
Indian Classrooms. I am happy
to share with you the summary
of the speech:
I started off by providing a
backdrop to the focus of my
speech: In the present scenario of
globalization, multinational
business cultures and the boom
of internet technology and its
indispensability in all spheres of
life, English has been accepted as
the medium of global
communication. Young Indians
have also realized that English
language proficiency can take
them a long way in their
academic, social and professional
life. Hence, they are striving to
master the language to the
highest degree of accuracy and
fluency they can. Despite their
realization and conscious efforts,
English language competence
evades most of them, irrespective

of whether they are from rural or
urban areas or native language or
English medium schools.
At this juncture, linguists,
institutions, teachers, and
education researchers are all
bustling in their attempts to
improve the current perspectives,
approaches, and methodologies
used in the language classrooms.
Studies and analyses suggest
employing new methodologies
and integrating information
communication technology in
teaching. Institutions are eager to
arrange seminars and conferences
as part of their staff development
programs. This quest for better
approaches has led to the
realization that teaching a
language does not require just
textbooks, teachers and students,
but strategies that appeal to the
minds of learners and that these
strategies need to be upgraded
from time to time.
After this, I proposed
Communicative Language
Teaching as the suitable
methodology to bring their quest
to fruition and defined the
principles of CLT and the
popular approaches adopted based
on these principles. I pointed out
that the goal of CLT and that of
the Indian educational
institutions is language learners
attaining communicative
competence, so CLT is the most
suitable methodology for the
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Indian context. I further
explained how it can be effectively
used in the present scenario in
every Indian Classroom and
elucidated that people learn a
language best when they use it to
do things rather than by studying
how language works and
practicing rules.
In conclusion, I summed up the
CLT principles and practices that
I advocate for Indian contexts
which included the content based
syllabus with more of an ESP
orientation and the content
provided both in the written and
spoken form to ensure
development of all the four
language skills. Secondly, I
proposed adopting student
centered teaching as the
instructional principle and
creating a collaborative learning
atmosphere in classrooms using
task based or activity based
teaching techniques. Finally, I
emphasized that all the four
language skills should be tested
and assessed and above all,
independent learning should be
encouraged and teachers and
students should be trained to use
technology for teaching and
learning.
The participation in the
conference was a rewarding
experience for me and my speech
was well received by the ELT
community in the audience.
lalitha.justin@nct.edu.om

the

mirror

International Conference
Participation
Justin James

S

ummer vacation 2017
was one of the most
productive and fruitful
vacations in my
academic life. I was invited to
give plenary speeches at three
international conferences in India.
It was indeed a great experience
addressing College teachers in
India after a gap of almost 12
years. The Conferences I
addressed were: 1. July 28th 2017,
“Deployment of ICT in Teaching
English Language and Literature”
at the International Conference
on Current Trends in ELT: A
Global Perspective at the
Research Department of English,
Salem Government Arts College,

Salem, India. 2. August 1st 2017,
“Blending Information
Communication Technology in
Teaching English” at an
International Workshop on
Teaching – Learning
Methodology at Thiruvalluvar
Govt. Arts College, Rasipuram,
India. 3. August 4th 2017, “ICT
Based English Language and
Literature Teaching” at the
Two-Day International
Conference on Active vs. Reactive
Texts: Literature, Language,
Criticism, Theory and
Translation at NGM
Autonomous College, Pollachi,
India.The primary focus of my
presentations was on teaching
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English using Information
Communication Technology
Tools. I discussed the following
points in my presentations.
In recent times, using
technology has become an
integral part of successful
teaching in many parts of the
world. Introduction of
Information Communication
Technology into language
classrooms is appreciated as the
necessary course of action for the
qualitative improvement of
teaching and learning.
Institutions have started
establishing Education
Technologies Centers to provide
the required infrastructure,

training and support to aid the use of technology in the teaching and learning processes. However, research
and studies suggest that a crucial factor for successful technology integration into classrooms is the teacher
and teacher-beliefs play a critical role in transforming technology integration into more constructive teaching
practices.
The advent of technology and developments in the field of education have accelerated a shift from
teacher-centered to learner-centered approaches in teaching and learning. To meet the needs of learners who
are digital natives, teachers are required to adopt a different role. According to the current principles trending
in teaching, teachers can’t just be the traditional bench-bound instructors, and they need to be facilitators who
support and guide students’ learning. With the realization that technology can be fruitfully used in teaching,
it has become imperative that teachers require some technical skills to keep abreast with the current trends
and requirements.
Talking about ELT pedagogy, ensuring learners’ motivation and active participation has always been a
challenge. Our common knowledge as language teachers and evidence from diverse researchers suggest that
when English is taught in a mechanical manner using merely the prescribed text books, it becomes
monotonous, dull, uninteresting and boring, but learners seem to be better motivated when new,
unconventional and exciting materials are used using imaginative, creative, and innovative teaching
techniques. Against the backdrop of such pedagogical concerns and the practical requirements of the day, it
becomes essential for teachers to learn and deploy new approaches, techniques and technologies in their
classrooms.
As a result of participating in these conferences and interacting with the college teachers in India, I realized
that conferences play an important role in motivating (and also in training) teachers to adopt the right kind
of teaching methodologies and technological tools in their class room teaching. I felt that participation of
teachers in such conferences should be encouraged and supported by all educational institutions because they
expose us to several possibilities of enhancing our professional competence and performance by interacting
with fellow scholars and teachers with varied expertise in ELT.
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Iceland
Adventure
Tom Hughes

O

Over the summer I
got the opportunity
to indulge one of
my long-held
fantasies. While traveling across
Europe, I flew to Iceland, rented a
car and spent 9 days driving
completely around the island. It
was quite a beautiful adventure.
Iceland is very easy to navigate.
Highway 1, commonly known as
the “Ring Road”, completely
circles the island with many
off-shoots that take you off to the
various fjords and hidden corners
of the country. The total distance
is only 1332 kilometers, not that
much more than driving from
Nizwa to Salalah. I rented a car
from the airport and took off.
The total population of Iceland
is about 335.000 people. Nearly
40% of that population lives in
Reykjavik, the capital. I didn’t
spend any time in the city, but
instead chose to start driving the
ring road immediately. After
about 45 minutes in chaotic
traffic, I found myself coolly
driving the smooth highway with
almost no traffic around as I
traveled first north then east on
the Ring Road, stopping at
dozens of spots along the way to
take pictures of the many
waterfalls and foggy mountain
ranges.
My goal for the first day was to

reach the town of Dalvik, a tiny
village along the northern fjords
near Akurayi, which is the second
largest city in Iceland, though it
is probably little larger than
Nizwa. The hostel where I stayed
was a converted private school.
From there, I was able to travel
and explore all the northern
fjords and the famous waterfalls
in the area including Gulfoss and
Godafoss. The falls are formed by
the melting of glacier ice. Among
the issues of traveling in Iceland
was the fact that it is so far north
that the sky never completely
grew dark while I was there. The
sun went down after 11:30 at
night, but the sky continued to
glow with sunlight and the sun
came back up again around 2am.
During the winter, there are
months when the sun never rises
so the country stays dark all the
time. During the summer, the
opposite happens. During my
visit, it was something in between
but with crazily long days.
After a couple of days in the
north, I traveled the farthest
eastern parts of Iceland on my
way to Jokulsaslon, an almost
un-pronouncable port where
icebergs are born. It was
shivering cold in this area as the
great ice flow pushes itself out to
sea and large chunks of ice as big
as any huge building break off
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and float out to sea.
The farther east I traveled, the
fewer and fewer people were
spotted on the road. Though the
road was a 2-lane highway similar
to the road between Nizwa and
Birkat Al Mouz, the many bridges
were only one lane, which means
that traffic from only one
direction could cross at a time. It
wasn’t a problem most of the
time, as I was commonly the only
car on the road. But some of the
bridges were really long so I
would start, only to encounter a
truck coming from the other
direction and had to back up
along the narrow bridge and wait
on the side for the truck to pass.

In the east, there are almost no
towns or villages; only a few
groups of farms. Night time
temperatures were freezing, but it
was sunny and pleasant during
the day. This part of the route
was the most stunning as the
pavement ended and it became a
gravel trail winding through the
mountains. There were snow
patches and wildflowers
everywhere. Driving slowly for
several hours I only crossed a
handful of other autos. Good luck
if you have car trouble or run out
of petrol in this area!
I continued around the eastern
bend of the island, curving south.
In this area were many thermal
vents and geysers, the result of
local volcanic activity. Many of
the vents have been tapped by
thermal generators which
produce much of Iceland’s
electrical energy.
Along the route on the
southern side of the country,
there were more waterfalls and
dramatic coastal cliffs along the
ocean. Puffins, colorful sea birds,
nest in the cliffs along this area.
They are clownishly colorful
animals. I stayed in a hostel
outside the village of Vik and met
people from all over the world –
Germany, Canada, Japan and
much of Europe. It was a
wonderful experience. We all
cooked and ate together, sharing
our travel stories.
From this point, I left the Ring
Road and drove straight
across the middle of the
island. The road started
out paved but
degenerated into a
gravel road as it
wound through the
mountains as I
crossed over to
the northwest
peninsula
called the

Common view as I drove the first day on the
Ring Road. Narrow highway surrounded by
snow-capped mountains.

Westfjords. I spent the day driving the crooked coast and stopped
to hike up to springs of pure ice melt flowing from the
mountainsides.
I spent the night in the mountains there, then drove back down
and returned to Reykjavík to catch my plane to Prague and
continued my European trip. Of all the countries visited over the
summer, Iceland stands out as the biggest adventure.
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The Art of

Creativity
Ammar Khalifa

C

reativity is a pattern
of thinking that
leads to innovative
ideas and new
solutions which are socially
acceptable. Creativity can also be
articulated as the unleashing of
the senses which find expression
in feelings, nature, habits, and a
visible fate. The creative person
is the one who increases the
probability of realizing his
dreams through indulging in
imagination as much as he can,
and putting himself in the place
in which he wants to be, thus
becoming consistent with his
characteristics and his strengths.
By this type of thinking, a
creative person has to create for
himself the support of the
virtual world and nature that
make it turn into reality and an
inevitable fate.
Plato, the founder of
philosophy, used the myth and
illusion tool to clarify and
demonstrate his ideas and aims in
taking a perfect utopia, thus
systematically indicating that the
material world, as it seems to us,
is not the real world, but only the
shadow of the real world; here
lies the creative dialectic. The
creative person is free to generate

his ideas rather than just keep
them for himself. However, he
must work towards expanding his
ideas, feed and provoke new ideas
and concepts, and link them in an
appropriate way that makes sense.
Such linking should not be
complex.
Clarity and simplicity are the
substantial features of the
successful creative work. Every
creative work has a message to
be delivered to the audience. If
the message is not clearly
received by the audience, the
work shall not be successful.
Creativity also simulates
accepting change, modernity and
the desire to manipulate ideas.
Thus creativity explores the
possibilities of flexibility, the
perceptive ability to develop
things which are non existent or
uncommon, and the integration
of elements; example: Magazine
+ Cassette, give the idea of a
magazine you can listen to; this
idea served a good purpose for
the blind. Another technique of
creativity is the reversing of
perceptions; example: students
going to university, the university
going to students. This novel idea
was behind the concept of
studying by correspondence,
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which was later developed into
studying through the Internet.
Creativity can also mean
looking into and pursuing the
concealed beauty of the universe.
What inventors actually do, is
the discovering of hidden things.
However it cannot be denied that
those things had already existed.
When a creative person deals
with a problem, he does not focus
on the beauty aspect; he only
concentrates on solving it. If the
final solutions reached by the

inventor are free of aesthetics, he
then realizes that he had failed.
So, the Inventor can be described
as an explorer whose innovation
is the linking together of
disconnected objects and coining
them by his own definitions. Thus
the inventor’s contribution is
through his flexibility in the
elaboration and advancement of
the object.
I remember this famous quote
for Michael Angelo: “Any rock
has a statue inside it , and it is my
duty to search and try to find that
statue”. In the same way ,
Creativity is hidden behind the
inspired worlds that we can not
see. However, through a creative
mind, we catch waves at
frequencies that we can receive.
We thus respond to our conscious
and unconscious mind, and
generate ideas in accordance with
the state of our mood, followed
by the flow of our honest
emotions . A creative person, in
order to succeed, has to focus on
humanity and speak with the
voice of every human.
At the end Creativity can be
defined as the consequential result
of the tensions that exist between
spontaneity and limitations.

I remember this
famous quote for
Michael Angelo: “Any rock
has a statue inside it , and
it is my duty to search and
try to find that statue”
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From NCT to ACT
Dr.Lekha Nair

T

he TEFL/TESOL fever had already set in just before our vacation started. I was not able to make up my
mind. Finally, I decided to wear the gown of a student once again if it would refresh my mind and provide
me better tools to help my students to develop their language learning skills. Once decided I started working
on the possibilities of enrolling for the course. After a few frantic searches I finally narrowed down and
decided to join the ACT (Asian College of teachers). I got a fascination for the name as it rhymed with the name of our
institution, the NCT. The name itself was so powerful that I was confident enough to gain something really worthy from
the course there.
After having waited for almost three weeks, the course started on the 7th of August. To my great surprise and relief
three of my NCT collegues: Ms. Vasundara, Ms. Sitara and Ms. Sumitha had joined the same batch for the course. This
changed the whole environment. We just switched roles from that of a lecturer to that of a student just like ice melts in
water. We blended with our new environment and had a smooth sail throughout the course. I felt so good and secure in a
strange city as the three of them were with me.
The next interesting thing about our course was the trainers themselves. The senior trainer Ms. Anamika Mukherjee
was a bundle of energy. She was a well read, approachable, sincere and accommodative person. The other trainer Ms.
Madhu was sweet and dedicated to her work. The dynamism they bestowed in their teaching helped us in discovering the
hidden talents and skills in us. They never compromised on any faults by the trainees. They made it a point to make us
sail smoothly even during difficult hours. We really learnt how a teacher can be influential, tough and encouraging at the
same time.
If I don’t mention my peers that would be unkind of me. All my peers were just awesome. We learnt the magic of
interacting in a pleasant and productive way. For every task given to us we were paired with different people, so we had a
chance to get to know everyone closely. All of us were so selfless and were there for the others, wholeheartedly sharing
joy and sorrow at the same time. The tasks given to us were so realistic that unknowingly we got deeply involved in it.
The team spirit was just wonderful. The support we received from our peers was exemplary. The best thing was that we
could make it to the end when all of us were certified successfully at the end.
The classes were always full of fun. That experience can’t be recreated again. We never felt bored in the class. Almost
all the time we were on our toes doing one activity after the other. We saw real examples of how a classroom could be
changed into a dream world of teaching and learning at the same time. We were taught a foreign language to get the
pinch of how the students felt when they learnt a foreign language. The peer teaching sessions were so much of a
learning experience. The teaching practice session were closely monitored and the feedback was given instantly. We
enjoyed every bit of the course. I had expected that being in a class from 9 in the morning to 5.30 in the evening would
tire me like anything, but to my dismay all the four of us were on our toes volunteering for anything and everything.
Whatever said and done the experience at ACT catapulted me to a new world of enthusiasm and activity. The ACT did
transport me to a place where teaching and learning was a dynamic process. All the aspects of the course did teach me
something new and was powerful enough to touch my life.

Arab Open University
Research Conference
Suhail Altaha

A

mal AL Hinai, student in the Nizwa College of Technology participated in 1st Arab Open University
Research Conference (AOUSRC-2017) “making a Difference” on the 24th and 25th of May. She was assisted
by Suhail Altaha of the ELC. The research title is “Robinson Crusoe in the Age of Reason” by which the
researcher connects between the story of Crusoe and the characteristics of the age of reason. The story of
Robinson starts when he gets shipwrecked and is left as the only survivor on a deserted island. In order to survive, he
uses all available resources, discovers science and thinks rationally.
Crusoe stayed alone on the island. He builds three main structures: his initial shelter, his country home on the opposite
side of the island, and his guns and ammo fort in the woods. He spends his time planting corn, barley, and rice. He learns
to make bread. He builds furniture, weaves baskets, and makes pots. Crusoe also raises goats and tends to his little animal
family of cats, dogs, and a parrot.

Outcomes

Before the conference, Amal underwent many difficulties such as finding the resources and managing her time. It was
also difficult for her to go through all ages in a very short time.
In the Conference, Amal was attentive to all speakers. She was motivated enough to discuss ideas after the presentations
and attend the second day. As a novice researcher, she was able to obtain the mentality of being specific in a research
topic and managing time. Meeting other students from different universities and listening to experts asking and giving
feedback after some presentations foster her to give a feedback on one of the presentation in public.
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Students as Social
Entrepreneurs
Dr.Casimir Ignatius
HOS- Curriculum and Teaching Methods

N

owadays, most young people desire to be on their own, start up a new business, market their products, and
make as much profit as possible. The attitude of the present generation is that being a master or an owner
of your own small business is far better than working as an employee of a large company owned by some
other people. The world we live in offers a wide variety of opportunities for entrepreneurial activities in all
walks of life. An entrepreneur is defined usually as a person who is self-employed through business ownership which
involves risk taking and reward. Entrepreneurs are people who create, launch, organize, and manage new businesses.
This idea of being an entrepreneur can be very much applicable to the field of education. That is why this article aims
at presenting a set of entrepreneurial skills which can be developed by students pursuing higher education. When
students develop these skills, it is very much possible that they can become successful social entrepreneurs.
Can college students become successful social entrepreneurs? If they have to become social entrepreneurs, what skills
should they have to develop so as to achieve academic excellence and succeed in the world of work? In other words,
what type of education should be imparted to college students in order that they are motivated to develop
entrepreneurial skills and become entrepreneurs when they finish their studies? Entrepreneurial skills refer to a
combination of four different skills which comprise a set of several inter-related sub-skills. The table gives the list of
entrepreneurial skills:

A person with the above-set of skills can be called a successful entrepreneur. In fact ‘entrepreneurial skills’ refer to a
productive interface or interaction among all these skills. The development of one set of skills can lead to the
development of other skills, which may result in a cumulative development of various skills. In my opinion, a student
studying in a higher education institution is obviously exposed to a world of opportunities to develop a wide range of
knowledge and skills. Unfortunately, many employers find that fresh graduates lack certain key traits needed for the job.
Their academic achievements do not take them far. What could be the reason for this inability of students?
It is quite obvious that students did not get enough opportunities for developing their entrepreneurial skills. The
problem with our education system is that we tend to become more exam-oriented than skill-oriented. Though students
have all opportunities to develop their skills on the doorsteps, too much reliance on exams has pushed aside skill
development. Nevertheless, it is still very much possible that even within this exam oriented setup, entrepreneurial skills
can be effectively developed by students. What a higher education institution should do is to incorporate project-based
learning and many co-curricular activities which are relevant to subjects offered in the institutions. When students
participate in such activities, they can easily develop a wide variety of entrepreneurial skills which can shape them to
become social entrepreneurs.
Who are social entrepreneurs? Social entrepreneurs are similar to business entrepreneurs who build strong and
sustainable organizations, but their focus is different. The former focus primarily on social and ecological value creation
that benefits people; whereas, the latter first and foremost focus on business expansion and profit. Money plays a crucial
role for both the entrepreneurs. However, social entrepreneurs invest their time and profit for solving social problems.
They are innovators who focus on creating products and services that solve social needs and problems. Their goal is to
make the world a better place, not to take market share or to create wealth for the founders. In the same way, students
pursuing higher education, can very well become successful social entrepreneurs if they are motivated to participate in
all co-curricular activities meaningfully. Education has one main purpose – to prepare students for life. To achieve this, it
is imperative that we provide ongoing and authentic learning opportunities to our students.
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Speech Masters’ Club

Shakespeare under the stars
Dr.Annamma Oommen

D

Michael Kamalesh

T

he NCT - Speech Masters’ Club felicitation was held on April 16th, 2017 in Adam’s Hall.

22 active members (Teachers & Students) were felicitated for their active participation in conducting the
NCT-SMC club activities for the academic year 2015-2016 by the ELC Management as a token of
appreciation and encouragement. NCT Speech Masters’ Club is the brain child of Toast Masters’ International club.
Developing English fluency through public speaking is the motto of NCT Speech Masters’ Club. The motive behind the
club is to create a platform for our students to overcome stage fear and remove shyness and to give an opportunity to
every student to hone their speaking skills.
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uring summer holiday, my husband and I visited our son in Toronto Canada. Shakespeare, our
son knew would be a welcome choice for us on our itinerary in Canada and he was right!
Having laid aside the Bard and his magical works for a little over a decade, the lifetime
opportunity of watching his characters come alive on a starry night among the sylvan
surroundings of midsummer night’s dream was indeed a dream come true.
The High Park in Toronto, Canada boasts of the country’s longest-running professional outdoor
amphitheatre that celebrated its 35th season this year which incidentally coincided with the 150th anniversary
of the nation. Each summer, two classical Shakespearean plays; a comedy and a tragedy are produced by
Canadian stage in partnership with the School of the Arts, Media, Performance, and Design at York
University to encourage creativity and art. Presenting innovative and contemporary takes on the Bard’s
immortal classics did not diminish its charisma. On the other hand, it only seemed to have enhanced its
realism.
Arriving early, the audience took up vantage points. Some were thumbing through their dusty old copies of
Shakespeare as a prelude to watching the play! Holding their bulging bags, they spread their blankets and
sheets on the grassy seats cut on the terraced and sloped meadow. The tall green trees stood as sentinels
around the open theatre ensconced in the heart of the tranquil park; an ideal setting for the comedy “Twelfth
night”, a play that I had taught many summers ago. Transported to the enchanted shores of Illyria, the
audience laughed heartily at the antics of the madcap Malvolio, Sir Toby, and his minions and sighed with
Count Orsino as he pined for his love.
90 minutes seemed to fly past as the audience in one accord savoured the nuances of Shakespearean verses.
Unraveling the silken threads of mistaken identity enthralled the audience until all ended well with “much
ado about nothing”! It’s an experience never to be missed by literature lovers. However, don’t forget to take a
blanket or two when you go!
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Spartan Race
Leanne Salazar and Justin Sowers

I

f you are wondering why people would pay to carry sand bags, crawl under barbwire, and pull tires across the
mud, then you are not alone. Why would one not only volunteer to spend a Friday morning doing such things, let
alone pay to enter a race in order to do them? The answer is different for every Spartan Race participant. Some
like the idea of unique physical challenges in situations they might not otherwise encounter in everyday gym
workouts or races. Some enjoy the opportunity to work together with other participants and share the positive energy
that comes from training together or helping a stranger over a wall. And for most, there is the mental challenge of
facing the unknown, and meeting what surprises come along the 5 or 13 km trail.
For whatever reason people choose to participate in obstacle races such as the Spartan Race, there is clearly something
keeping the challenge alive, and in fact growing. The first Spartan Race was held in 2010 in the U.S. state of Vermont,
but the brand of Spartan Race as we know today began with Reebok sponsoring the event in 2013 and attaching the logo
and “look” to the series. Since then the race has spread over the world and recently to countries in the Middle East. The
first Spartan Race in the UAE was in February 2015 and the first race in Saudi Arabia was in December 2016, though it
was only open to men participants in Saudi. For the first time on November 10, the first ever “Middle East
Championship” series will be held in Hatta, Dubai, with $50,000 in prizes.
Oman has been quick to progress with the trends as well. Oman’s first Spartan Race took place last October and saw
about 850 participants, with approximately 600 men and 250 women completing the course. Last year Oman offered the
“Spartan Sprint,” which is the first tier of the race that includes 5-8 km of obstacle racing with about 20 or more
obstacles throughout the course. This year in addition to the “Sprint” the race is expanding in Oman to also include the
“Spartan Super” which is a 13+ km course with 25+ obstacles. Obstacle type and number varies with each race and
environment, but they often include climbing ropes, scaling walls, balancing over cargo net climbs, throwing spears, and
jumping over fire pits, among many others. If one cannot, or chooses not to, complete an obstacle, the penalty is the
dreaded 30 “burpees” which must be completed before continuing on with the race.

Awarded Ph.D.
Dr.Ouarda Khouni
Teachers Appraisal of Affective Strategies in
Teaching Foreign Language Tasks

T

o achieve professional growth in any institution, strong evaluation systems are needed to provide specific,
timely and actionable feedback with reference to clear professional practice. Unfortunately, teachers’
evaluation is one of the most neglected aspects of the Algerian higher education system. For instance, the
criteria which are used to evaluate the concerned teachers often have no relation with their classroom
practice or learners’ outcomes, with these often related to time, calendar, collaboration, students’ evaluation and
integrating technology. Thus, teachers’ qualities in real teaching are often not adequately evaluated. The aim of this
study is to explore teachers’ appraisal of quality indicators in their practice. The study was conducted in three Algerian
Universities with thirty EFL teachers through a mixed method using the concurrent triangulation design. The data
collected through observation and self-evaluation checklist revealed that there is a huge gap in teacher quality which led
to a deficiency in their practice. By the end of this research, two software tools in the form of rubrics were designed to
help teachers evaluate their cognition and practice as well as to be evaluated by others. The rubrics include quality
indicators, i.e. real actions and strategies used by the teacher starting from planning till evaluation to make them rethink
about their practice. The software can also help to give approximate scores for every indicator, sub-quality or a quality
as a whole, in addition to gained points and missed points, thereby offering a great source of motivation for teachers.
The potential applications of this software across Algerian higher education institutions is discussed.
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Student Forum

Basmat Watan Nation’s Happiness

I wish I was child
Sara Saif Sulaiman AL Shuaili,
Business Second Year

Abeer Al-Sulaimi ,
Foundation student

O

n the 18th of
November the sun
shone and the world
lit up. Nice feeling
as if you were created again. The
dreams of children began without
limits and the happiness filled all
existence. The sun of Oman, which
makes the smile draw on the tune of
the people all the light and pleasure.
Oh great day, the butterflies fluttered
joyfully and chirped the birds to a
tune to renew their loyalty and
gratitude to the leader of the
renaissance and the man of peace.

Qabus, a name written on the wall
of the moon, light, above the trunks
of the trees. We will continue to
recite the melody over the days and
the days of jasmine which extends to
our leader from time to time. If the
heart is sad, what a wonderful feeling
when the shadow of Oman grows
among us, and the myths of our
pages are filled with the flag of
Oman and the pride that fills us with
the wealth of this dear homeland.
At the top of the mountains of
Oman which are covered and
enveloped by a horizon of drops

Al-Feqeen castle
Salma Ismail Al-Busaidi
Foundation student
Castles are important landmarks in
the history of Oman. The Sultanate
of Oman has many such castles. One
of the most famous castles in Oman
is the Al-Feqeen Castle in Manah
village of Dhakhalia Region. The
castle was built by Sheik Masoud
Al-Busaidi in 1617. It was again
rebuilt in 1837 by Sheik Omar
Al-Kharousi. The castle is famous for
being one of the most beautiful and
also the largest one in Oman. The
castle has four floors. In each floor
there are bathing rooms and facilities
for washing and also large corridors
for sitting and relaxing in groups.
Each is connected with the other
floor with many doorsteps. There is a

wall at the entrance of the castle
which is about 7 meters tall. The
entry through the main gate leads
you to the corridor in the ground
floor. The castle is visited by a large
number of visitors each year. They
take photographs and buy souvenirs
for memories.
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When I was young, I wished I could grow up faster and become a
bigger adult. I did not know what would happen to me when I was
older. I wish I could walk quickly and run long distances because my
imagination about this life was simple. When I grew up I realized that
childhood is the most beautiful thing I have ever experienced.
My life did not go on the same mind as I see many things and
situations in front of my eyes. I saw the scenes of grief on the face of
some families because of poverty, or loss of the most cherished people
and on the other hand watched the joy of people because of the
increase of birth or engagement and others.
When I grew up faced with many problems can no longer I can bear
it I tried to tell and complain but no one hears me so I wish I would
return his child so I do not live all this suffering and pain, so when I
return to his children I do not bear here and I do not doubt my grief,
so I am his child. My childish thinking is play, fun, love and no
burdens in life

of dew and rain
and flying butterflies to reach the
stars of the sky and at the springs of
Oman there is a cage of warm and
flower.
Happy National Day!

Al-Feqeen falaj:
Salma Ismail Al-Busaidi
Foundation student

F

alajs are known as Omani. It is a spring of water that flows through
a channel that is cracked in the ground to irrigate an agricultural
land. It is the biggest falaj in Manah. It is watering big space in
Manah. It is length is a bout 20km. It is profusely go back to big
buffalo tank which sedimentation Al-jabal Al-Akhdar hill. Mr. saif bin Sultan
Alawal is open it in (1091-1669) because the people of Manah complain to him
because the water is low. The length of falaj is about 20km and its depth 18
stature. It is standard depth. It is tributaries about four which provide the falaj
water.
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Open Day
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Public speaking competition
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